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On July 9, 2012, the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit issued a significant decision holding that a
trademark licensee could continue to use a licensed trademark notwithstanding a bankruptcy trustee’s rejection of the
trademark license under Section 365(a) of Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code (Sunbeam Products, Inc. v. Chicago
American Manufacturing, LLC, Docket Number 11-3920 (7th Cir. Jul. 9, 2012)). The decision, authored by Chief Judge
Easterbrook, runs counter to the longstanding and widely-held view that a trademark licensee is at significant risk of
losing its license in the event of a licensor’s bankruptcy.
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This communication, which we believe may be of interest to our clients and friends of the firm, is for general
information only. It is not a full analysis of the matters presented and should not be relied upon as legal advice.
This may be considered attorney advertising in some jurisdictions. Please refer to the firm’s privacy notice for
further detalils.
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