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On May 13, 2019, the Supreme Court issued a 5-4 decision in Apple v. Pepper, holding that iPhone users have standing
as “direct purchasers” under the Illinois Brick doctrine to sue Apple for alleged monopolistic conduct relating to its App
Store fees. The Court did not address the merits of the underlying claim, and the ruling is unlikely to expand significantly
the scope of private antitrust claims outside of cases involving online platforms. Nevertheless, the decision will likely
encourage plaintiffs to look for other “exceptions” to Illinois Brick and to continue to press for the case ultimately to be
overturned.
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This communication, which we believe may be of interest to our clients and friends of the firm, is for general
information only. It is not a full analysis of the matters presented and should not be relied upon as legal advice.
This may be considered attorney advertising in some jurisdictions. Please refer to the firm’s privacy notice for
further details.
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