
SEC statement on accounting treatment of
SPAC warrants to impact capital markets
activity
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This week, the staff of the SEC issued a statement expressing a view that, despite the widespread practice to the
contrary, most warrants issued in connection with a SPAC transaction should be accounted for as liabilities, rather than
equity instruments, of the company. As a result, existing SPACs (and public companies that merged with SPACs) may
need to restate their financial statements (and amend any corresponding periodic reports) if they conclude that the
reclassification of existing warrants as liabilities would have a material impact on their financial statements. This
pronouncement has already caused a pause in offerings by SPACs and former SPACs, as well as in the completion of
SPAC mergers with private companies, as the SEC staff statement will not permit these offerings to progress until an
analysis is complete and any required restatement is made.
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This communication, which we believe may be of interest to our clients and friends of the firm, is for general
information only. It is not a full analysis of the matters presented and should not be relied upon as legal advice.
This may be considered attorney advertising in some jurisdictions. Please refer to the firm’s privacy notice for
further details.
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