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First Place: Kevin Osowski

Kevin has contributed to the work of the Justice Task Force, was 
one of the first volunteers for the Eastern District Pro Se Clinic, 
and has been a leader in our work assisting transgender clients 
with name changes. Kevin is part of a team developing gun safety 
litigation strategies, and has worked on gun safety-related amicus 
briefs at the U.S. Supreme Court. He is currently involved in a novel 
effort to help save a death row inmate from execution.

Second Place: Justin Sommers

Justin filed four clemency applications under President Obama’s 
Clemency Initiative; assisted in securing a client’s release 
from prison; helped a mother keep custody of her child; and 
represented a defendant in the SDNY under the CJA program.  
He has played a central role in an ongoing case against New York 
City and a foster care agency, representing the sister of a child who 
disappeared from foster care.

Third Place: Sushila Rao

Sushila has been central to the firm’s work on gun safety strategy.  
Her criminal justice system work includes the defense of a criminal  
FCPA matter, the Bronx Defenders Desk Appearance Ticket 
Arraignment Program, and a CJA matter in the SDNY.

Davis Polk Pro Bono Awards 
Congratulations to the winners of our second annual awards!  
We are so proud of their outstanding achievements and grateful 
for their tireless commitment to pro bono work.
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Interview

What brought you back to  
the firm?
Prior to returning to Davis Polk, I spent 
five years as a Family Law Director at 
Sanctuary for Families, focusing on legal 
services for victims of domestic violence, 
sex trafficking, and related forms of gender-
based violence. In this role, I supervised 
Sanctuary’s staff attorneys and worked 
with pro bono attorneys from various firms 
in New York City. I really enjoyed mentoring 
attorneys who had never done this work 
before, among them Davis Polk associates. 
It was always great to work with Davis Polk 
associates because their work product 
was consistently polished and they were 
universally committed to their pro bono 
clients. When I was offered the position of 
Pro Bono Attorney at Davis Polk, I made 
the move based on the opportunity to work 
with top-notch associates on a variety of 
matters beyond family law, and to do so  
in collaboration with Sharon Katz, whom  
I so admired and knew I could learn a  
great deal from. 

Can you tell us about your role 
as Pro Bono Attorney? 
My role as Pro Bono Attorney at Davis Polk 
is unique. At other firms, the position would 
be largely administrative. However, at Davis 
Polk, through supervision of matters, I have 
the opportunity to attend client meetings, 
review affidavits and briefs, assist with 
strategy calls, and attend court hearings.  
I definitely was not ready to stop practicing, 
and this position allows me to continue to 
be a litigator.

I welcome the challenge of balancing this 
supervision with the more managerial 
side of my job–helping to decide how 

to structure the program, what types 
of matters we should take, and which 
organizations we should partner with.  
I also assist with staffing matters, meet  
with associates to discuss the breadth 
of cases the firm handles, and create 
resources to assist associates with their 
work. I find all of these responsibilities to  
be equally fulfilling.

How did you initially become 
involved in pro bono work?
As a summer associate at Davis Polk in 
2001, I was excited to get involved with pro 
bono work from the start. My first projects 
included working on an uncontested 
divorce and a special education matter.

What has been the most 
gratifying pro bono matter you 
have worked on? 
As a junior litigation associate, I worked on 
family court cases for a client in the Bronx, 
who was a victim of severe domestic 
violence. We were able to get our client 
an order of protection against the father, 
and custody of her children. However, the 
most rewarding aspect was completely 
non-legal. We submitted an application 
for a program Sanctuary for Families 
still has, called “Adopt-A-Family,” which 
pairs donors with families, so that they 
can buy holiday presents and necessities 
for families in need. I’ll never forget the 
children’s joyous reaction when, after 
being subjected to so much loss and 
trauma, we showed up with huge bags 
filled with wrapped gifts. Working on pro 
bono matters gives you the opportunity to 
change people’s lives in ways that extend 
beyond legal remedies.

Dara Sheinfeld

We recently sat down with Dara Sheinfeld, who rejoined the firm in 2017 as Pro Bono Attorney 
out of the firm’s New York office. She previously served as a Family Law Director at Sanctuary for 
Families. Dara started her legal career as a litigation associate at Davis Polk in 2002.
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How does the firm choose pro 
bono projects?
There are many pro bono opportunities 
at Davis Polk through our long-
established relationships with a number 
of organizations. We ensure that all 
organizations we partner with provide great 
supervision and a collaborative working 

experience. We are also open to expanding 
our partnerships when associates bring 
new interests and relationships with other 
wonderful organizations. 

What types of pro bono projects 
are you currently involved in?
I am currently supervising several family 
court matters involving custody/visitation, 
paternity, child support, and orders of 
protection. I also work on several matters 
where we assist children in obtaining 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, and 
then eventually to apply for Green Cards 
through that status. I also work with a team 
of attorneys who are preparing a clemency 
application for a client. I am also assisting 
with overseeing elder law matters, name 
change matters, civil rights actions, class 
actions, asylum matters, special education 
matters, appeals to the state central 
registry, and uncontested divorces.

I also regularly volunteer at three clinics: 
the Manhattan Family Justice Center, 
Incarcerated Mothers Law Project, and 
Family Court Volunteer Lawyer Program. 
I often bring associates to work with me 
at these clinics. Clinics are a great way for 
associates to get experience, while not 
having to make a long-term commitment. 

Do you have any advice for 
lawyers who want to get 
involved in pro bono?
I would suggest scheduling a time to meet 
with Special Counsel for Pro Bono Sharon 
Katz, Pro Bono Coordinator Sonia Batten, 
or me to discuss the types of pro bono 
work available. I also encourage everyone 
to fill out the pro bono questionnaire on  
the firm’s intranet. We use the responses  
to inform attorneys about matters that  
may be of particular interest to them. 
Attorneys should also monitor the pro 
bono calendar on the intranet for relevant 
trainings and events. 

Pro bono work is all about balance—
striking the right balance between billable 
work and pro bono projects. We’re 
fortunate to work at a firm that is not 
just supportive of pro bono work, but 
encourages its attorneys to give back.

26
Name changes

41
Elder Law matters

29
Veterans Assistance
matters

22
U Visas

18
Uncontested Divorce 
matters

In 2017, Davis Polk 
handled:

Pro bono work is all about balance—striking the right 
balance between billable work and pro bono projects.

51Clinics benefited from Davis Polk 
volunteers in 2017
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Spotlight

Hong Kong

Our Hong Kong office is engaged in a variety of critical and cutting-edge pro bono 
projects, ranging from asylum claims, to representing a government incubator  
fund supporting social innovation and entrepreneurship, to analyzing the feasibility  
of establishing a first-of-its-kind legal defense fund to support impact litigation.

Counsel Jonathan Chang 
recently sat down with 
partners James Lin and 
Martin Rogers and counsel 
Chen Zhu to discuss two of 
the Hong Kong office’s major 
pro bono initiatives.

Jonathan Chang
Let’s discuss the QT case. The Court 
of Final Appeal (Hong Kong’s highest 
court) issued a landmark ruling on  
July 4, 2018, which held that QT, a  
British woman in a same-sex union  
with an expatriate employee working 
in Hong Kong, has the right to live and 
work in Hong Kong on a dependent 
visa. How did we come to represent the 
15 financial institutions and 16 law firms 
who sought to intervene at the Court  
of Final Appeal on QT’s behalf and  
how do you think their involvement  
impacted the outcome of the case?

Chen Zhu
A long-time client, Credit Suisse, first 
pitched the idea through former Davis Polk 
associate and Credit Suisse secondee, 
Ziad Reslan, to organize a group of 
financial institutions to support the QT 
case. The aim was to replicate in Hong 
Kong the amici curiae brief filed by major 
U.S. companies in Obergefell v. Hodges, 
which made the “business case” for 
marriage equality. 

To generate interest in the prospect of filing 
an intervention application, we worked 
closely with Credit Suisse and with the 
Interbank LGBT Forum. In response to 

these efforts, 12 financial institutions  
joined an application to intervene before 
the Court of Appeal (Hong Kong’s 
intermediate court). This application was 
ultimately denied, but the positive media 
attention that the financial institutions 
generated from their willingness to 
advocate publicly on behalf of their LGBT 
employees encouraged other financial 
institutions—as well as companies in other 
sectors—to express interest in future 
intervention efforts.
 
When the Government appealed to the 
Court of Final Appeal, Martin Rogers,  
John Atchley and I made presentations 
to the LGBT+ Alliance Networks of 
banks and law firms in Hong Kong to 
generate support for a second round of 
intervention. As a result, in addition to the 
12 original financial institutions, 3 more 
banks and 16 law firms joined a new 
application to intervene, with Davis Polk 
as their pro bono counsel. Although the 
Court did not grant leave to intervene, 
our applications highlighted the level of 
interest of the financial and legal services 
communities in attracting the best talent 
globally to work in Hong Kong, and how 
the Immigration Department’s policy of 
denying dependent visas to same-sex 
dependents of ex-pat employees hindered 
those recruitment efforts. In reaching its 
decision, the Court specifically cited the 
position we put forward on behalf of our 
clients. Further, this was the first time Hong 
Kong’s business community had organized 
itself to intervene in public interest litigation, 
with bright prospects of doing so in 
future cases. We will continue to support 
the community in its efforts to eliminate 
discrimination and prejudice.

James Lin Martin Rogers

Chen ZhuJonathan Chang

Q

A

QA&
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Jonathan Chang
Davis Polk has partnered with the 
Justice Centre Hong Kong for many 
years. James, you have been involved 
since the beginning. Can you tell us 
more about our partnership and how 
our role has evolved through the years?

James Lin
We first started working with the Justice 
Centre in 2009 (it was then known as 
the Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre). 
At that time, Davis Polk lawyers did not 
practice Hong Kong law and we had no 
litigation capability in Asia, so opportunities 
for U.S. corporate lawyers to do pro bono 
work were very limited and we were eager 
for an outlet. HKRAC was focused on 
supporting asylum seekers by providing 
legal representation and assistance in their 
hearings before the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
then the decision-maker for asylum 
applications in Hong Kong. In the early 
days, our assistance was mostly limited 
to performing country-of-origin research, 
writing research memos and drafting formal 
written submissions for claimants. But over 
time our relationship grew, and in 2012, we 
became a formal partner to HKRAC. That 
year, we took on our first full-fledged client 
representations, and in 2014, we were 
delighted to see one of these clients, a 
24-year-old man from Somalia, through the 
process and be recognized as a refugee by 
the UNHCR.

As members of the legal 
community we have a 
professional and ethical 
obligation to devote a certain 
amount of time to pro bono 
projects. We strive to create 
diverse opportunities for our 
lawyers to give back, whether 
through the Justice Centre 
or in providing pro bono legal 
advice to non-governmental 
organizations and charities.
– James Lin

We have seen first-hand 
how the incredible work 
Davis Polk attorneys are 
performing in these cases 
has a meaningful impact.
– Martin Rogers

Since then, Hong Kong’s system for 
handling asylum claims has changed 
significantly, and the Justice Centre has 
changed as well, but our commitment  
to working with the Justice Centre has  
not changed.

Jonathan Chang
Martin, you recently completed a 
three-day appeal hearing on behalf 
of a Rwandan family seeking refugee 
protection in Hong Kong. This was the 
first appeal that a law firm handled 
pro bono with Justice Centre following 
the changes James described. What 
motivated you to take on this case?

Martin Rogers
After realizing how poor and unfair some 
of the governmental decision-making had 
become in the area of immigration, I was 
compelled to give some of my time to pro 
bono work dealing with these issues.

22countries

Firmwide 2017 asylum 
clients came from
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Locations of asylum matters

https://intranet.dpw.com/intranet/PRAX/groups/probono/News%20and%20Case%20Archive/2014/HONG%20KONG%20OFFICE%20VICTORY%20before%20the%20United%20Nations%20High%20Commissioner%20for%20Refugees.html
https://intranet.dpw.com/intranet/PRAX/groups/probono/News%20and%20Case%20Archive/2014/HONG%20KONG%20OFFICE%20VICTORY%20before%20the%20United%20Nations%20High%20Commissioner%20for%20Refugees.html
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Awards

The Brooklyn Bar Association Volunteer 
Lawyers Project presented associate 
Sheila Adams with a Champion of Justice 
Award for her pro bono work, including 
many matters on behalf of veterans and 
her success in obtaining early release 
for a federally incarcerated client under 
President Obama’s clemency initiative.

Associate Will Pollak received the New 
York State Bar Association’s 2018 
President’s Pro Bono Service Award for 
the Second Judicial District in recognition 
of his outstanding commitment to pro 
bono work. 

The Center for Appellate Litigation honored 
Davis Polk attorneys in recognition of their 
pursuit of equal justice on behalf of New 
York indigent defendants. The honorees 
included senior counsel Daniel Kolb, and 
associates Shahira Ali, Matthew Cormack, 
Sarah Breslow, Jennifer Prevete and 
Monique Peterkin.

Legal Aid honored Davis Polk for 
Outstanding Advocacy in Defense of the 
Accused and for its participation in the 
Immigration Hotline. In addition, partners 
Lara Samet Buchwald and Amy Starr, 
senior counsel Daniel Kolb, and associates 
Kaiya Arroyo, Edith Beerdsen, John Briggs, 
Kelsey Clark, Peter Davis, Iris Hsiao, Nancy 
Lee, Bryan McArdle, Jane McCooey, 
Rachelle Navarro, Sybil Sam, Andrew 
Walker, Kahlil Williams and Anne Yearwood 
received individual awards for their 
invaluable contributions helping the Society 
serve low-income New Yorkers. 

Special Counsel for Pro Bono Sharon Katz, 
Pro Bono Attorney Dara Sheinfeld, and 
associates Alyssa Beaver Gomez, Surya 
Gopalan, Molly Greer Gurny, Amanda Meyer, 
Caroline Stern and Scott Wilcox were honored 
at Sanctuary for Families’ Above and Beyond 
Benefit for their work on behalf of Sanctuary 
clients, including a domestic violence victim 
and a group of U-visa applicants.

Pro Bono Attorney Dara Sheinfeld was 
honored at Brooklyn Defender Services’ 
2018 Family Defense Benefit. Sheinfeld 
was recognized for her direct work and 
supervision of associate teams in five 
Brooklyn Family Court cases over the past 
year, on which she worked closely with 
BDS staff. Three of these cases already 
have resulted in groundbreaking victories 
that have improved the legal landscape for 
future BDS clients.
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Pro Bono Partners

PROJECTCLEMENCY

Incarcerated Mothers’ Project
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To participate in our pro bono program, contact:

Sharon Katz
Special Counsel for Pro Bono
+1 212 450 4508
sharon.katz@davispolk.com

Dara Sheinfeld
Pro Bono Attorney 
+1 212 450 3622
dara.sheinfeld@davispolk.com

Sonia Batten
Pro Bono Coordinator
+1 212 450 5689
sonia.batten@davispolk.com

Pro Bono Committee Co-Chairs

Luigi L. De Ghenghi 

Edmund Polubinski III

Get Involved!
Pro Bono Matters
For more information about our pro bono practice,
please visit davispolk.com/pro-bono

http://davispolk.com/pro-bono

