
Davis Polk advised UNICEF 
on the successful launch of 
its global #IMAGINE project, 
which commemorated the 25th 
anniversary of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, and 
featured the hit song “Imagine” 
by John Lennon. 

The project brought together 
artist Yoko Ono, DJ David 
Guetta, UNICEF ambassadors, 
including Katy Perry, and a 
wide array of other notable 
musicians and celebrities to 
create a unique moment in music 
history and garner significant 
worldwide publicity for UNICEF. 
UNICEF unveiled #IMAGINE 
during a live musical event at the 

United Nations General Assembly in November 2014, which was part of the celebration for the 25th 
anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child hosted by Golden Globe and Emmy award-
winning actor Hugh Jackman.

An interactive digital experience allowed people all over the world to record their own version of John 
Lennon’s “Imagine” via an app alongside some of their favorite stars. UNICEF and David Guetta will 
compile some of these clips into multilingual audio and video release. Participants could also share their 
personal recordings of “Imagine” with others around the world through social media.

In connection with the global launch of the #IMAGINE project, Davis Polk negotiated all of the 
necessary licensing and commercial arrangements with key rights holders and partners, including Yoko 
Ono (on behalf of John Lennon’s estate and herself), Global Music Rights (which manages the public 
performance rights for “Imagine”), Downtown Music Publishing (which manages the music publishing 
rights for “Imagine”), Calderstone Productions (a U.K.-based subsidiary of Universal Music Group, 
which owns John Lennon’s original sound recording of “Imagine”), bMuse (the technology partner 
which created the interactive digital experience), The Bridge (the production company which produced 
all of the professional music videos used with the project) and The Mission (the event producer which 
produced the November 2014 live musical event).

The legal arrangements for the project were complex given that UNICEF wanted a license not only to 
use the original sound recording of “Imagine” for a live performance and in a new interactive digital 
experience, but also to release a new, edited version to be used as an audio track and in a new music 
video, consisting of pieces of the original sound recording, incorporating new recordings from people 
from around the world and with production from David Guetta.

The Davis Polk team included partner Frank Azzopardi, counsel Matthew Bacal and former associate 
Nikita Tuckett. For more information on the project, visit imagine.unicef.org.

Davis Polk Advised UNICEF on the Launch of Global #IMAGINE Project 
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Welcome to Davis Polk Pro Bono Matters where we celebrate 
the extraordinary pro bono and community engagement work 
accomplished by our lawyers and staff worldwide.

We’d like to welcome our summer associates to Davis Polk. We hope 
that what you read here encourages you to become involved in pro bono. 
As you may be aware, the New York State Court of Appeals recently 
adopted a rule requiring applicants for admission to the New York State 
bar to perform 50 hours of pro bono services. This initiative aims to provide 
additional legal resources to expand access to justice for low-income New 
Yorkers and allows new lawyers to gain valuable legal experience. 

Davis Polk recognizes the importance of pro bono work and giving 
back to the community. We organize several projects for each summer 
class and encourage you to pursue your interests in pro bono. 

What you read in this issue comprises only a small sample of our recent 
efforts. Our pro bono contributions would not be possible without 
the dedication of the lawyers and staff throughout the firm. 

Many thanks and best regards,

 and 

Luigi L. De Ghenghi and Edmund Polubinski III
CO-CHAIRS OF THE PRO BONO COMMITTEE
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Feature Partner Interview New York

Carey Dunne 

Partner Carey Dunne is the Chair of Davis Polk’s white collar criminal defense 
and investigations practice in New York and has a long history of pro bono and 
public service.

DAVIS POLK: How did you become involved 
in pro bono and public service?

During law school, I was interested in 
the prospect of working both in private 
practice and in public service over the 
course of my career. In my second year, I 
handled my first trial as part of a law school 
clinic, and winning that trial inspired me to 
pursue both trial work and public service. 
So my first job out of law school was as 
a prosecutor at the Manhattan District 
Attorney’s office. When I came to Davis Polk 
in 1987, I thought I’d return to government 
at some point, but frankly I liked the work 
here so much and was given so many 
opportunities that I found it to be the best of 
both worlds. I’ve been able to be involved 
in pro bono cases both as lead counsel 
at trial and as a trial supervisor. I’ve also 
been committed to public service through 
involvement on commissions that aid the 
New York court system, serving on the 
boards of nonprofits, and leadership roles 
at the New York City Bar Association, all 
while having a rewarding client practice. 

DAVIS POLK: What has been your most 
memorable pro bono matter?

One case stands out as one of the high 
points of my entire career. Lonnie Jones 
had been sentenced to 27 years to life in 
prison for murder, and had already served 
five years when we were able to win a 
reversal of the murder conviction due to 
errors in the original trial. At the retrial in the 
Supreme Court in Brooklyn, we brought 
in surprise witnesses who gave dramatic 
testimony that the government’s eyewitness 
was lying. It took the jury less than two 
hours to acquit. Lonnie was immediately 
released into the arms of his family, and 
the jury hugged and sang to him on his 
way out. Even the court officers were 
crying. It doesn’t get better than that.

DAVIS POLK: Can you tell us about your 
recent award from the New York Lawyers 
for the Public Interest?

I was honored at the NYLPI annual 
luncheon with their Law & Society Award 
for dedication to public service. Bob Fiske 
introduced me, which was especially 
rewarding as he hired me in 1987 and 
I worked closely with him for over 25 
years since. In my acceptance speech, 
I discussed how unique it is that the 
legal profession values public service. 
There’s no other profession whose rules 
of conduct include a responsibility to 
provide legal services to those who can’t 
afford it. I deeply appreciate Davis Polk’s 
commitment to this idea and its support 
of its lawyers pursuing that responsibility.

DAVIS POLK: How have you been 
involved in public service work 
throughout your career? 

I’ve been very involved with the New 
York City Bar Association. It began when 
Dan Kolb asked me to be a committee 
secretary when he was named Chairman 
of its Judiciary Committee, which has been 
reviewing the fitness of judicial candidates 
since 1870. I had no idea what to expect, 
but found it fascinating. Eventually, I 
became the Chair of that Committee 
myself and went on to serve as president 
of the Association from 2012 to 2014. It 
was a big commitment, considering the 
Association has 23,000 members and 
160 committees, and among a lot of other 
duties I needed to review and decide on 
250 policy reports each year. There was an 
incredible range of legal issues to address. 

I’ve also been heavily involved with the New 
York State court system. It started when 
then-Chief Judge Judith Kaye asked Bob 
Fiske to chair a commission on drugs and 
the courts. Drug arrests were overloading 

the courts and prisons, and Bob asked me 
to be Chief Counsel to the commission. Our 
report recommended a vast expansion of 
drug treatment programs as alternatives to 
incarceration, and this model eventually laid 
the groundwork for a nationwide movement. 
In later years, Chief Judge Kaye asked me to 
chair her Special Commission on the Future 
of the New York State Courts, to make 
recommendations on restructuring the court 
system and to improve town and village 
courts throughout rural New York areas. 
This was a tremendously interesting project, 
and I know that the large team of associates 
with whom I worked enjoyed it, too.

I’ve also served on boards and committees 
of many legal service organizations, 
including The Legal Aid Society and the 
Innocence Project. For me, this is another 
way to give back and to participate 
in the broader legal community.

DAVIS POLK: What is your advice for 
lawyers who want to get involved in  
pro bono work? 

It’s possible to do pro bono work, commit 
time to public service and succeed 
at your day job, too. I served on the 
firm’s Management Committee and as 
president of the Bar Association and did 
client work at the same time. It comes 
down to strong time management and 
prioritization. It’s not always easy, but 
if you want to do it, it can be done.
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Hilary Dengel

Hilary Dengel is an associate in Davis Polk’s Corporate Department, practicing in 
the Credit Group.

DAVIS POLK: How did you become involved 
in pro bono at Davis Polk?

As a first-year associate, I began working 
on pro bono cases to gain experience. I 
worked on a few elder law matters. I really 
enjoyed working with interesting clients and 
hearing their life stories. It was nice to have 
such a personal connection with my clients.

DAVIS POLK: Tell us about your recent 
pro bono work.

I’ve spent the past year-and-a-half 
working with a nonprofit foundation 
based in Westchester County, with 
a mission I happen to be particularly 
supportive of. The matter came to Davis 
Polk through Pro Bono Partnership.

A team of us have been working with the 
foundation to resolve one of its subsidiaries. 
The subsidiary needed to discontinue its 
business, largely on account of high fixed 
costs and a declining client population. 
With no business to restructure, our 
focus quickly shifted to resolving certain 
large liabilities owed to two major creditor 
constituencies in a manner that was 
consensual and would avoid negative 
consequences for both the subsidiary 
being wound-down and other affiliates of 
the foundation that continue to operate.

This matter has been very interesting, and 
at times, rather challenging – not unlike the 
finance and restructuring work we do for 
our commercial clients here at Davis Polk. 
The case has had a number of ups and 
downs where it was unclear what direction 
the settlement process would need to take.

It’s been great to have the chance to put our 
skills to work for such a tremendous client.

DAVIS POLK: Do you feel your 
involvement in pro bono has 
made you a better lawyer? 

Certainly. The amount of responsibility and 
independence given to me when I was a 
more junior lawyer translated into great 
learning opportunities, the results of which 
could easily be applied outside of pro bono 
practice. 

DAVIS POLK: What is your advice for 
lawyers who want to get involved?

Don’t be nervous! Even if the matters are 
in an area outside of your area of expertise. 
There are great resources provided to you 
through both the pro bono organizations 
that the firm partners with, as well as 
resources inside the firm. While I’ve always 
enjoyed the independence that comes 
with pro bono work, I’ve always had good 
guidance and support within the firm. Pro 
bono also offers a bit of a break from your 
typical practice and provides a different 
perspective.

DAVIS POLK: Do you have a pro bono 
mentor at the firm?

There have been a number of Davis Polk 
partners that have brought interesting work 
my way over the years, including work 
with Juliet Cain for Gay Men’s Health Crisis 
(GMHC) and John Fouhey and Tim Graulich 
on the foundation work. I’ll also never forget 
Amy Rossabi and others here at Davis Polk 
making several trips to a nursing home up in 
Harlem to help me with a will signing for an 
elder law client.

DAVIS POLK: What is your most memorable 
pro bono moment? 

As a first year, I worked on an uncontested 
divorce case for Her Justice (then called 
inMotion). Ed FitzGerald and I partnered 
on the matter, which was a great chance 
to work with someone at Davis Polk that 
I otherwise might not have in my day-to-
day credit practice. The case, as many do, 
turned out to be a little more complicated 
than expected. What was really memorable 
was calling up the client toward the end of 
it, and hearing her use her maiden name 
on her voicemail recording. I was actually 
calling to tell her that the divorce order 
had been entered, including approving 
her use of her maiden name again. The 
client told me that the work I did allowed 
her to put this issue behind her, which 
had been lingering for years, and that she 
was going back to school to become 
a paralegal. It was a fantastic feeling to 
know that the work we had done had 
such an impact on this woman’s life. 

New York
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Steven Sha 

Steven Sha is an associate in Davis Polk’s Corporate Department, currently 
practicing as a Registered Foreign Lawyer in Hong Kong.

DAVIS POLK: How did you become 
involved in pro bono? 

I have always wanted to become involved 
with pro bono work. A few years ago a 
Hong Kong associate was participating 
in a soccer league with some Somali 
asylum seekers in Hong Kong and 
learned of an opportunity to work with 
the Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre 
(now the Justice Centre) representing 
claimants seeking asylum. Through his 
efforts and the efforts of a few other 
interested persons at the firm, we became 
a partner firm of the organization, went 
through the asylum training and started 
our representation of claimants.

DAVIS POLK: Is there someone who 
inspired you to become involved with 
pro bono in Hong Kong? 

Our office’s pro bono involvement and 
continued and future success is due to 
the tremendous efforts of everyone who 
has been involved from beginning to end, 
past and present – David Pendergast, 
Stephen Takahashi (who has been involved 
both with representation, managing our 
relationship with our pro bono partner 
and helping with all sorts of administrative 
items), Angela Li and Ziad Reslan (both of 
whom since joining the Hong Kong office 
have personally been greatly involved with 
pro bono and encourage others to do so).

DAVIS POLK: Tell us about your recent 
pro bono work with the Justice Centre?

Most recently, we have represented 
a Somali claimant fleeing persecution 
from ethnic majority clans and from 
the terrorist group Al Shabaab, which 
stole his farmland, killed his family and 
threatened his life. We worked with our 
client to prepare a written testimony, 
legal brief and other supporting materials 
that he could use as part of the refugee 
recognition process in Hong Kong. 
The system has now changed such 
that we are not permitted to actually 
represent the claimants in front of the 
arbitrators determining this status, 
but previously when the process was 
administered by the UNHCR, we did so.

DAVIS POLK: What has been 
your most memorable or 
important pro bono matter? 

One case at the Justice Centre in particular 
stands out in my mind. We represented 
another Somali claimant, another farmer 
who also suffered persecution from 
majority tribes and Al Shabaab. His family 
was also killed and farmland taken. The 
really poignant feature of his case though 
was that the claimant was just a kid, barely 
over 20 years old, and had up until that 
point led a very simple life as a farmer. All of 
a sudden, he found his world flipped upside 
down. With his background and lack of 
education, there was no way he would have 
been able to navigate the refugee process 
without help. It was probably the most 
important work I have ever done in terms 
of having an impact on an individual’s life. 
The client eventually was recognized and 
he is now awaiting permanent relocation. 

DAVIS POLK: How has pro bono 
benefited your career or enhanced 
your skills as a lawyer?

I think pro bono work has taught me 
perspective. The pro bono work that I’ve 
done can feel at times extremely simple 
to the point of mundane. However, what 
it means to the client can really mean life 
or death. As an example, I remember one 
time a client wanted to have a meeting with 
us to let us know that he had an additional 
document to share with us – a meeting that 
could have been completed in a matter of 
minutes, but a keen lawyer in this situation 
would recognize that the client doesn’t 
just need someone to photocopy his 
document, but to reassure him about the 
whole process, to talk to him about what 
is going on in his life, to just take the time 
to consider what it all really means to him.

Feature Associate Interview Hong Kong
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Litigation Victories
CRIMINAL LAW 

Victory in the NY State Court of Appeals in 
Fourth Amendment Search Case

In December 2014, the New York State Court 
of Appeals issued an opinion which dismissed 
the indictment against our client. The case 
raised the question of whether a search was 

incident to arrest when the arrest followed immediately on the heels 
of the search, but where the officer had no intention to arrest prior  
to the search. The Court found the search to be a violation of the 
Fourth Amendment. 

The case stemmed from a February 2009 search and arrest of 
our client. In a hearing to suppress the knife that he was charged 
with possessing, the arresting police officer testified that he 
observed the client to be driving erratically, and had pulled him 
over because he suspected him of driving under the influence, that 
he had no intention of arresting him for drunk driving, and that he 
had no fear for his safety. Nevertheless, he frisked our client and 
discovered a switchblade. He decided to arrest our client only 
after discovering the knife and only because of its discovery. 

The trial court denied suppression, finding probable cause to 
arrest our client (for driving while intoxicated) existed at the time 
of the search and reasoning that because the officer could have 
arrested him, the search was a lawful search incident to arrest. 

Davis Polk appealed the conviction to the First Department arguing 
that probable cause to arrest alone does not justify a search 
incident to arrest and that at the time of the search no arrest had 
occurred or was even intended. The First Department disagreed 
and upheld the search, finding that where the objective facts 
create probable cause to arrest, a search must be permissible. 

Davis Polk then sought and was granted leave to appeal to the 
Court of Appeals. In the decision, the Court reversed, holding that 
“[a] search must be incident to an actual arrest, not just to probable 
cause that might have led to an arrest but did not.” “[T]he ‘search 
incident to arrest’ doctrine, by its nature, requires proof that, at 
the time of the search, an arrest has already occurred or is about 
to occur.” Here the record showed that the police officer would 
not have arrested our client had he not discovered the weapon. 

THE TEAM: Partner Antonio Perez-Marques argued the case in the 
Court of Appeals. The team included associates Marc Tobak, Gabriel 
Jaime, Jennifer Kan, Alexander Kerchner, Caitlin Wood, former 
associates Heidi Reiner and Jessica Ly, and invaluable pro bono 
partner The Legal Aid Society. Advice and guidance were provided 
by partners Angela Burgess and Avi Gesser, senior counsel Bob 

Fiske and Guy Miller Struve, litigation counsel Lawrence Jacobs, 
special counsel for pro bono Sharon Katz, former special counsel 
for pro bono Ronnie Abrams and the late James W.B. Benkard. 

First Department Victory Results in Release 
from Prison

In February 2015, the Appellate Division First 
Department issued an opinion and order 
vacating the burglary conviction of our pro 
bono client. 

In March 2013, the client was sentenced to two-and-a-half to five 
years for attempting to steal a bicycle with a wrench he had stolen 
from a nearby open loading dock (misdemeanors) and for entering 
the loading dock with the intent to steal the wrench located therein  
(a felony). 

On appeal, the Court found that the People had failed to prove 
the knowledge element of the felony burglary charge. Specifically, 
at the time of our client’s entry into the loading dock area, there 
was nothing to indicate that the premises was private, no signage 
and nothing restricting access or regulating the manner of entry. A 
rolling gate that was normally used to regulate and restrict access 
to the area was not working and was in the open position that day 
as it was undergoing repair. The First Department found that the 
People’s evidence did not support a conclusion that the loading 
dock area was obviously or inherently a nonpublic place and that 
the defendant knew his entry was unlawful. The felony charge was 
vacated and because our client had already served his time for the 
misdemeanors, he was released from prison the next day. 

THE TEAM: Former associate Jayme Jonat argued the appeal 
and partner Avi Gesser and senior counsel Bob Fiske provided 
support. We partnered with The Legal Aid Society on this matter.

Pro Bono Matters
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FAMILY LAW 

Second Department Lifts Stay and Affirms 
Order of Reunification for Family

In February 2014, the Appellate Division, Second Department, 
affirmed a Family Court order directing overnight visits for two 
children with their parents, to be followed by reunification, thus lifting 
a stay that had prevented reunification of this family. 

The case began with what we believe was an unfortunate accident 
in the family home in March 2013. The child’s mother brought the 
injured child to the hospital immediately after the accident. The child 
had sustained a serious head injury. The father, our client, was not 
home at the time of the accident. The hospital reported the case as 
one of suspected abuse. The injured child and an older brother were 
immediately removed and placed into foster care. 

From the outset, both parents cooperated fully with the foster 
care agency and it was on the basis of the parents’ documented 
consistent and complete cooperation, and their demonstrated 
commitment to their children, that the foster care agency and 
Administration for Children’s Services (ACS), had recommended 
unsupervised visitation and return of the children. The Family Court 
agreed and ordered the return within 90 days. 

The parents, the children’s lawyer and the foster care agency 
continued to press for reunification. However, ACS suddenly refused 
to comply with the order, suggesting that as a matter of policy, 
reunification should not occur before the underlying cause of the 
child’s injury had been determined. In June 2014, with even more 
documented evidence of the parents’ exemplary behavior before 
it, the Family Court again directed the overnight visits and return of 
the children. ACS filed a notice of appeal and obtained a stay of the 
order from the Second Department. 

Associate Edward Fu argued the appeal for the father, explaining to 
the Appellate Division the nature of all of the evidence that the Family 
Court had before it at the time the visitation and reunification order 
was issued, the Family Court’s legal authority for the order given 
the procedural posture of the case, and the harm that the children 
were continuing to suffer as a result of the ongoing and unnecessary 
separation from their parents. He demonstrated that ACS’s position, 
which permitted, indeed encouraged, lengthy, daily unsupervised 
daytime visits, but precluded unsupervised nighttime visits and 
required the children to be returned to the foster home to sleep, 
made no sense and itself showed that the children faced no risk of 
imminent harm. 

THE TEAM: Associate Edward Fu with supervision from special 
counsel for pro bono Sharon Katz.

Appellate Victory Overturns Denied Motion  
for Special Findings Order

Davis Polk represented two boys in their appeal from an order of 
the Family Court that as a matter of law, had denied their motion 
for a “Special Findings Order,” a predicate order required for their 
applications for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (“SIJS”) under 8 
U.S.C. § 1101(a)(27)(J). 

The boys came to the United States from Eastern Europe with their 
parents. The boys’ father was physically and emotionally abusive 
towards them and their mother, and the father was ultimately 
arrested and prosecuted following two domestic violence incidents. 
In 2012, the boys’ mother filed a family offense petition in King’s 
County Family Court seeking an order of protection against the 
father on behalf of herself and her sons. The proceedings continued 
for more than a year while the criminal prosecution was ongoing, 
during which time the Family Court issued eight temporary orders of 
protection. Finally, in May 2013 after the criminal case was resolved, 
the Family Court issued a two-year final order of protection against 
the father on behalf of the boys and their mother.

The boys, represented by Sanctuary for Families then moved for a 
Special Findings Order, which, if granted, would allow them to apply 
for SIJS and obtain lawful permanent residence (a green card). In 
issuing a Special Findings Order, the Family Court is essentially 
certifying that the children have demonstrated that they are under 
21 years old, unmarried and dependent on a juvenile court, that 
reunification with at least one parent is not viable due to abuse 
or neglect, and that it would not be in their best interests to be 
returned to their home country.

The Family Court did not hold a hearing on the motion but 
rather, denied it finding that as a matter of law, a family 
offense proceeding that resulted in the issuance of an order 
of protection (as contrasted with a guardianship or custody 
proceeding) was not sufficient to demonstrate a child’s 
dependence on a juvenile court. The Family Court relied upon 
a recent Second Department case that had reached a similar 
conclusion with respect to child support proceedings.

Davis Polk was called upon for the appeal and argued that 
the Family Court’s order was contrary to the plain language, 
legislative history and express purpose of the SIJS statute. The 
case garnered significant interest in the immigration and family 
law communities and the courtroom was packed with advocates 
from the many nonprofits working in this area of law who were 
concerned about the blanket dangerous expansion of the child 
support ruling to other types of Family Court proceedings. The 
Appellate Division agreed with Davis Polk, explaining that although

Pro Bono Matters

continued on next page
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Appellate Victory Overturns Denied Motion for Special Findings Order continued from page 7

child support proceedings were not sufficient to confer dependency on a juvenile court, “under the proper circumstances, 
a child involved in a family offense proceeding involving allegations of abuse and neglect may properly be the subject 
of such a determination as an intended beneficiary of the SIJS provisions.” The Second Department also found 
that the boys had demonstrated the other required elements for a Special Findings Order, remanding only for a 
Family Court determination as to whether a return to their home would not be in the boys’ best interests.

THE TEAM: Associate Andrew Ditchfield argued the case in the Second Department. The team included special 
counsel for pro bono Sharon Katz, associates Tina Hwa Joe and Darren Jackson, and pro bono partner Sanctuary 
for Families. Advice and guidance were provided by senior counsel Bob Fiske and partner Amy Starr.

CORPORATE 

Equality Now Transfers Donor Direct Action 

Davis Polk advised Equality Now, a New York 
not-for-profit corporation, in connection with the 
transfer of Donor Direct Action (a former project of 
Equality Now) to The Sisterhood is Global Institute, 
a New York not-for-profit corporation. Founded in 
1992, Equality Now advocates for the human rights 
of women and girls around the world by raising 

international visibility of individual cases of abuse, mobilizing public 
support through its global membership, and wielding strategic 

political pressure to ensure that governments enact or enforce 
laws and policies that advance those rights. Founded in 1984 by 
Simone de Beauvoir and Robin Morgan together with women from 
80 other countries, The Sisterhood is Global Institute has worked 
for decades to strengthen the global women’s movement and 
women’s voices around the world. Donor Direct Action advances 
women’s rights by connecting front-line activists to front-line 
donors, as well as by leveraging the power of Internet outreach and 
collective fundraising, plus networking with political and societal 
leaders and media to mobilize worldwide attention and solidarity. 

THE TEAM: Managing Partner Thomas Reid, partners Mario Verdolini  
and Brian Wolfe.
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Pro Bono Matters

Clinics
ASYLUM

In conjunction with Columbia Law School’s Center  
for Public Interest Law, Davis Polk conducts an 
asylum workshop at Columbia Law School during 
the fall and spring semesters. Students learn about 
asylum law and with a team of Davis Polk lawyers, 

assist in representing asylum seekers. Since this clinic’s inception in 
1997, Davis Polk lawyers, in partnership with Columbia Law 
students, have assisted nearly 170 asylum cases and successfully 
gained asylum for the individuals in each case. This spring, we are 
representing five clients from two countries.

SMALL BUSINESS

Davis Polk participated in the Second Annual 
Association of Pro Bono Counsel Small Business Legal 
Academy in November 2014, at Brooklyn Law School. 
The Academy is the outgrowth of a meeting between 

Vice President Joe Biden and the Association of Pro Bono Counsel 
on the role of pro bono lawyers in providing legal services to the poor. 
Five of our lawyers participated in the limited representation clinic and 
offered advice to small business owners in areas including contracts, 
nonprofit incorporation, employment, intellectual property and real 
estate law. We participated in the first clinic in the fall of 2013.

VOLUNTEER LAWYERS FOR THE ARTS 

At the Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts drop-in clinic for artists, 
teams of lawyers, headed by a Davis Polk partner, meet with 
an artist in need of legal advice for an initial 45-minute session. 
If the artist’s legal issue is not resolved, the team has the option 
of continuing to assist the artist. Our lawyers have elected to 
continue to represent many artists following the clinic. We have 
partnered with lawyers from Goldman Sachs in past clinics. 

INCARCERATED MOTHERS LAW PROJECT

Davis Polk partners with Volunteers of Legal Service to 
participate in the Incarcerated Mothers Law Project. 
Through the project, our lawyers counsel incarcerated 
mothers at Taconic Correctional Facility located in Bedford 

Hills in Westchester County, a medium-security state prison for 
women, on issues including parental rights, child welfare, custody, 
and visitation. Lawyers make monthly visits to Taconic and provide 
one-on-one legal counseling for the incarcerated mothers.

City Bar Justice Center Clinics
VETERANS ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE

Through the City Bar Justice Center, we participate in a 
limited advice clinic where our lawyers meet with 
veterans to provide counsel on benefits matters. Most 
often, following the clinic, our lawyers elect to continue to 
represent the veterans who need ongoing 

representation. The veterans generally are seeking assistance to gain 
benefits, appeal the denial of benefits, or gain a discharge upgrade. 
We have partnered with lawyers from Goldman Sachs and Morgan 
Stanley at these clinics and for ongoing representation. 

On January 22, 2015, we participated in the City Bar Veterans 
Assistance Clinic. We interviewed five veterans seeking assistance 
either filing for benefits or appealing a denial of benefits. Each 
veteran was accepted as a pro bono client. Associates Sheila 
Adams, Hannah Gerstenblatt, Darren Jackson, Andrew Terjesen 
and Ted Weisman participated in the clinic and continued to 
represent the clients following the clinic. Partners Martine Beamon, 
Tony Perez-Marques, Brian Weinstein and Jim Windels and senior 
counsel Jack McCarthy have provided supervision for these matters. 

NEIGHBORHOOD ENTREPRENEUR LAW PROJECT 

We participated in our 10th Neighborhood Entrepreneur Law 
Project (NELP) clinic, in partnership with lawyers from Citibank, on 
June 10, 2015. NELP is a legal advice clinic for small businesses 
organized by the City Bar Justice Center. We partnered with 
lawyers from Citibank to offer legal advice to small business 
owners in the areas of business formation and structure, 
contracts, nonprofit incorporation and intellectual property. 
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Immigration
SEX TRAFFICKING IMMIGRATION ADVICE 

In the recently created Human Trafficking 
Intervention Courts, Sanctuary for Families has 

established a clinic to interview victims referred by the court and to 
assess their need for civil legal services, including immigration 
services. Davis Polk lawyers staff the clinic once a month, meeting 
with sex trafficking victims at the Queens Family Justice Center to 
conduct interviews and advise on immigration rights and remedies. 
Other organizations assist with housing, mental health counseling, 
and various other issues. Special counsel for pro bono Sharon Katz, 
counsel Richard Kortright and Nancy Ludmerer, and associates 
Kirsten Lavery, Catherine Rivkin, Jordan Leigh Smith, Kate Darracott, 
Lisa Doolittle, and former associates Lena Peng and Jayme Jonat 
attended the clinic. This summer, we are also staffing a clinic at the 
Brooklyn Human Trafficking Intervention Court.

UNACCOMPANIED MINOR IMMIGRATION  
RELIEF SCREENING

To aid with the dramatic increase in the numbers  
of children fleeing violence and gang activity in 
Central America and entering the United States, 
legal services organizations throughout the country 

have set up legal clinics to assist with what President Obama has 
called an “urgent humanitarian situation.” Working with the New 
York Legal Assistance Group and the New York Immigration 
Coalition, our lawyers and legal assistants have attended clinics 
throughout the City and helped in screening the children for 
potential immigration relief.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS SUPPORT PRO BONO 
IMMIGRATION EFFORTS 

To further assist with the current immigration crisis, 20 administrative 
assistants have provided much needed remote administrative 
support to lawyers representing individuals detained at a facility in 
Artesia, New Mexico. They provided case status information with 
respect to approximately 200-300 detained individuals each week. 
Carmela Panicali managed the projects and Donna Douglas, Trusha 
Ben, Rebecca Gonzalez, Susan Rebman, Sally Mason, Alyssa 
Mills, Eileen Nolan, Kristine Popowich, Carolyn Robles, Jennifer 
Trudeau, Andrea Whittleton, Migdalia Yika, Giselle Abreu, Barbara 
Caggiano, Susan Dwyer, Anne Lods, Margot Main, Claire Naughton, 
Elizabeth Quinn, Yolanda Segarra and Kim Vazquez placed needed 
calls and provided updated information on a weekly basis.

SOUTH TEXAS FAMILY DETENTION CENTER  
DETAINEE ASSISTANCE 

In April 2015, former associate Jami Johnson spent a week at the 
South Texas Family Detention Center in Dilley, Texas, interviewing 
Central American women and their children detained after crossing 
the border and reporting to Customs and Border Patrol that they 
were afraid to return to their countries of origin. The detainees 
are being held under a recent DHS policy that increased civil 
detention rates in order to deter further migration in the wake of 
last summer’s surge in border-crossings by women and children 
from Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala. Jami interviewed over 
50 women and their children to identify families with potentially 
valid asylum claims who might benefit from further assistance 
by pro bono counsel. She also provided to women who had 
passed the first stage of the asylum process, information about 
applying for release on bond so that they could pursue their asylum 
claims outside of detention. Jami was able to help secure the 
release of a number of women and children, including an eight-
year-old U.S. citizen who had been detained illegally as a result 
of DHS’s failure to properly evaluate his immigration history. 

ASYLUM VICTORY

In a hearing before Immigration Judge George T. 
Chew on May 28, 2015, associates Sagar Thakur 
and Britt Kovachevich, under the supervision of 
counsel Daniel Schwartz and associate Joshua 

Dugan, won asylum for their client, an openly gay man who, because 
of his sexuality, faced life-threatening assaults and constant 
harassment in his native Jamaica. On one occasion, the client was 
severely beaten by a mob of some 40-50 people that gathered 
outside his then-boyfriend’s home.

Because the client fled Jamaica over twenty years ago, the 
Davis Polk team faced a procedural bar on asylum applications 
made more than one year after a refugee’s arrival in the United 
States. They successfully argued that the client’s circumstances 
materially changed when he married another man in New York 
in 2013, thereby placing himself and his husband at heightened 
risk of persecution were he ever forced to return to Jamaica.

Pro Bono Matters
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Pro Bono Matters

Awards
HUDSON LINK 

Hudson Link, an organization that provides college 
education, life skills and reentry support to 
incarcerated men and women to help them make a 
positive impact on their own lives, their families and 

communities, named Davis Polk its 2015 recipient of the Bill Webber 
Award for Community Service. The award is given each year to an 
organization that inspires hope and possibility through outreach to the 
community. It was presented at Hudson Link’s “Reaching for New 
Tomorrows” Spring Benefit Dinner in New York.

DEATH PENALTY FOCUS 

Davis Polk lawyers received special recognition from Death Penalty 
Focus, a California nonprofit whose mission is the abolition of the 
death penalty, in May 2015. The event honors individuals who 
have made outstanding contributions in the movement to end 
the death penalty. Special counsel for pro bono Sharon Katz and 
associates William Pollak, Andrew Yaphe, Serge Voronov and 
Anthony Mariano were acknowledged for their work on an amicus 
brief submitted in March to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Jones v. Chappell (now Jones v. Davis), written on behalf of 
California Crime Victims for Alternatives to the Death Penalty. 

NEW YORK LAWYERS FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, a not-for-
profit entity which serves to advance equality and 
civil rights, with a focus on health justice, disability 
rights and environmental justice, honored Davis Polk 
partner Carey Dunne at its annual 2015 Law & 
Society Luncheon for his commitment to public 
service and pro bono work.

NEW YORK STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

In January 2015, at the New York State Bar 
Association’s (NYSBA) 14th Annual Justice For All 
Luncheon, Davis Polk was awarded the NYSBA 
Bronze Supporter of the 2014 Empire State Counsel 

Program recognizing that 65 of Davis Polk’s New York State Bar 
members provided 50 hours or more of pro bono legal services to 
individuals and organizations in need over the past year.

LEGAL AID SOCIETY

In October 2014, The Legal Aid Society 
honored Davis Polk and senior counsel Dan 
Kolb, associates Edith Beerdsen, Craig Cagney, 
Matt Commack, Josh Dugan, Shirin 

Hakimzadeh, Brian Richichi, Lara Samet, Jonathan Schenker, Alan 
Tabak, Yuli Wang and Kahlil Williams, and former associates Jami 
Johnson and Jonathan Zweig and legal assistant Vanessa Toro-Plaza 
with its Pro Bono Publico Awards for providing legal services to low 
income New Yorkers. The Legal Aid Society also presented special 
counsel for pro bono Sharon Katz with its Public Interest Law 
Leadership Award in recognition of her leadership in the pro bono 
community and support of Legal Aid and its clients.

SANCTUARY FOR FAMILIES

Sanctuary for Families honored special counsel 
for pro bono Sharon Katz, associates Jamie 

Bagliebter, Elyse Glazer, and Stefani Johnson and former associate 
Jami Johnson at the Above & Beyond Pro Bono Achievement Awards 
and Benefit in October 2014. The annual event honors members of 
the legal community who have gone “above and beyond” by 
providing outstanding pro bono representation and advocacy on 
behalf of victims of domestic violence and sex trafficking. Sanctuary 
for Families is the largest nonprofit in New York State dedicated to 
serving victims of domestic violence and sex trafficking. Each year, 
Sanctuary helps thousands of victims and their children build safe and 
violence-free lives.

NEW YORK CITY BANKRUPTCY ASSISTANCE 
PROJECT RECOGNIZES ADAM SHPEEN

Former Davis Polk associate Adam Shpeen was honored by 
the New York City Bankruptcy Assistance Project at its annual 
pro bono reception with a “NYC BAP Champion” award by 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court Judges Shelley C. Chapman and 
Elizabeth S. Stong in recognition of his excellent work on 
behalf of pro bono bankruptcy clients. Part of Legal Services 
NYC, the NYC BAP provides pro bono assistance to low-
income New Yorkers who are considering bankruptcy.

INNOCENCE PROJECT 

The Innocence Project honored Davis Polk for the firm’s dedication to 
pro bono service on behalf of wrongfully convicted individuals at the 
Innocence Project’s Celebration of Freedom and Justice in May 2014.
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Amicus
Brennan Center

California Crime Victims 
for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty

Center for Gender and 
Refugee Studies

Equality Now

Human Rights First

Innocence Project

Murder Victim Families 
for Reconciliation

Sanctuary for Families

Arts Contracts
Volunteer Lawyers 
for the Arts

Arts Litigation
Volunteer Lawyers 
for the Arts

Asylum
Human Rights First

Immigration Equality

Sanctuary for Families

Bankruptcy
New York Bankruptcy 
Assistance Project

Civil Rights (including 
prisoners’ and 
workers’ rights)
Asian American Legal 
Defense and Education Fund

Lawyers Committee 
for Civil Rights

Prisoners’ Legal Services

Clemency Petitions
Clemency Petitions 2014

Criminal Appeals (Defense)
Legal Aid Society

Office of the Appellate 
Defender

Criminal Appeals 
(Prosecution)
Kings County District 
Attorney’s Office

Criminal (Non-Appellate)
Bronx Defenders

Federal Defenders 
of New York

Innocence Project

Criminal Justice Act
CJA Panel

Corporate, IP and Tax
Lawyers Alliance 
for New York

Volunteer Lawyers 
for the Arts

Death Penalty
ABA Death Penalty Project

Elder Law
Volunteers of Legal Service

Education
Advocates for Children

Election Protection
Lawyers Committee 
for Civil Rights

Family Law
Brooklyn Family 
Defense Project

Her Justice

Incarcerated Mothers’ 
Law Project

Sanctuary for Families

General Litigation
Legal Aid Society

Hour Children

New York Legal 
Assistance Group

Holocaust Survivors 
Program
Bet Tzedek

Immigration
Legal Aid Society

New York Legal 
Assistance Group

Sanctuary for Families

Volunteers of Legal Service

International Human Rights
International Justice Mission

Public International Law 
and Policy Group

World Food Programme

Microfinance
Grameen America

Microcredit Enterprises

Pro Mujer

Real Estate
GMHC

Greyston Foundation

Hour Children

Research
Common Sense Media

Resentence Petitions
Legal Aid Society

Transgender Name Change
Transgender Legal Defense 
and Education Fund

Unemployment Benefits
Volunteers of Legal Service

U visas

LatinoJustice/PRLDEF

Sanctuary for Families

Violence Against 
Women Act Petitions
Her Justice

Veterans Assistance
City Bar Justice Veterans 
Assistance Program

Get Involved!  
Pro Bono Matters
Learn more! 

For more information about our 
pro bono practice, please visit 
www.davispolk.com/pro-bono/

To participate in our  
pro bono program, contact:

Amy Rossabi 
212 450 4435 
amy.rossabi@davispolk.com

Pro Bono

Pro Bono Committee

Frank J. Azzopardi 

Michael Davis 

Luigi L. De Ghenghi* 

John Fouhey 

Joseph A. Hall 

Sharon Katz 

Jason Kyrwood 

Peter S.W. Levin 

Ogden N. Lewis 

Kyoko Takahashi Lin 

Michael Mollerus 

Edmund Polubinski, III* 

Brian S. Weinstein 

James H.R. Windels 

Amy Rossabi 

Sonia Batten 

* co-chair 

Special Counsel  
for Pro Bono 

Sharon Katz

Index of Pro Bono Practices 
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Asylum and Immigration 

Civil Rights 

Corporate 

Criminal Justice 

Domestic Violence 
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Education 

Gay, Lesbian, 
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International Human Rights 
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